
THE TIGER 
TRIBUNE 

Ap r i l  2 0 1 8  

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  

Dear Parents and Guardians: 

 

With two months remaining in the school year, it’s an 
ideal time to reflect on our accomplishments the past 
few months. We have mindfully contributed fulfilling 
experiences that have equipped students with life-long 
skills. I’d like to share with you some of the many 
exciting events and activities that have taken place at 
Hoboken Middle School. 

 

Firstly, during the month of February, we celebrated 
Black History Month. Students remembered the 
important contributions and achievements of African 
Americans throughout our nation's history. Our teachers 
conducted weekly activities around the theme of African-
American figures in the realms of mathematicians, 
scientists, and political activists, just to name a few. 
During our daily announcements, a historical or present 
African American’s fact and quote was featured and 
presented by a student. Teachers aligned these practices 
within their classrooms by displaying the daily fact, 
which allowed students further reflection. Thereafter, a 
hallway mural was created as a constant reminder of the 
contributions from African-American throughout history. 
Our culminating event was our Black History Month and School Spirit Day 
Assembly. Our students and teachers showcased their work.  
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A busy month continued as the Parent Advisory Committee meet and planned events for the re-
mainder of the school year. These meetings continued to build the partnership between home 
and school. Some of the upcoming events included Family Game Night as well as two upcoming 
designated Students Dress Down Day.  

The council reviewed and finalized the Dress Down Day criteria as follows:  

 Attire cannot take away from the learning experience 

 Skirts and dresses at knee length 

 Undergarments must be covered at all times 

 No hoodies, hats, etc. 

 No graphics or text (inappropriate language and graphics) 

 No high heels 

 No holes or torn jeans 

 No undershirts or sleeveless shirts  

Students’ Dress Down Day is a privilege. Students who continued to exemplify the Tiger PRIDE 
of Perseverance, Respect, Integrity, Dedication, and Excellence were invited to participate in this 
activity for a donation of $1.  

 

Our students continue to prepare for the Spring Art Show. The show will provide students a plat-
form to showcase their project centers vary from painting, sculpting/building/engineering, 
drawing, and mask making. Students are enthused with the materials as they produce pieces in-
spired by their own creativity and application of learned skill and refined technique. 

 

In addition to our monthly happenings, the Random Acts of Kindness tree was constructed and is 
displayed on the third floor. Students wrote “leaves” of ideas on how we all can use words and 
actions to radiate positivity within our home and school communities.   

 

During the month of March, we celebrated Women’s History Month. Students recognized the im-
portant contributions and achievements of American women throughout history. Our teachers 
conducted weekly activities around the theme of Women’s History Month. Students participated 
in the Marking Period 2 Personal Advisory Day (PAD). PAD provided our students with a full 
day of academically and socio-emotional based activities. Students participated in sessions based 
upon a rotating schedule and each session was approximately 20-40 minutes. Students continued 
a review of their academic progress during the Progress Monitoring Update session, Part 2 of 
Navigating the Genesis Portal. Students participated in Public Speaking-Non Verbal Communica-
tion, Test-Taking Skills, Anti-Bullying to name a few.  
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE (CONTINUED) 

Grade 8 students met with their future guidance counselors during the High School Scheduling 
session. It provided them the opportunity to meet, discuss, and create their individual high school 
schedules. Also, the students were given a chance to determine their upcoming academic schedules 
and plan for post-secondary aspirations. The Hoboken High School Guidance Department met 
with all 8th-grade students and reviewed the Program of Studies to complete their course requests 
for next school year as they transition to the High School.  Additionally, counselors were able to 
discuss the transition from middle school to life as a freshman as they begin to work on their four-
year plan based on graduation requirements and student interest.  

 

The excitement continued with all students participating in Leadership Traits-Be a Leader! In this 
session, students participated in activities to define leadership traits and to gain an understanding 
of their own leadership skills through self-assessment. They set goals to improve their leadership 
skills. Then, students had the choice of participating in Yoga and Mindful Breathing. Dr. Allgaier, 
our School Psychologist, and a 200 Hours Yoga Alliance Certificated Instructor led some of our stu-
dents in Yoga and Mindful Breathing. Yoga helps children to learn how to use their bodies in a 
healthy way, build concentration, and increase their  confidence and positive self-image. Mind-
ful Breathing also enhances memory, concentration and performance, enhances resilience, im-
proves self-awareness and promotes relaxation for the mind and body. The closing activity was a 
team building activity. Students practiced working cooperatively, understood the value of working 
in a group, and learned traits that will support successful careers. 

 

We continued to provide opportunities for our incoming 7th graders to transition to the middle 
school. This event was sponsored by the Middle School Explorations Program and facilitated by 
Ms. Elizabeth Barry, of Elizabeth Barry Consulting. The intent of this event was to engage them in 
some meaningful bonding activities, in preparation for September. Please visit http://

www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/schools/hoboken_middle_school  for further Calendar of Events for 6th 
Grade Students. 

 

Also Hoboken Middle School welcomed Mr. Patrick Massey of the Harlem Wizards, a.k.a “The 
Artist”. Mr. Massey provided our students with an inspiring personal story of the importance of 
the idea that education can’t be ignored in the pursuit of a career in sports. Mr. Massey shared his 
triumph and challenges in his pursuit of a career in the NBA, and the importance of an education. 
There are many paths to success, an education is a great start to this journey. 

 

During the second week of March, students participated in “Period of Peace.” The purpose of the 
lesson addressed the power and positive trajectory impact of peaceful interaction in our school, 
home, community, and world.  Students viewed a short video, discussed the video, and worked on 
a classroom activity. Teachers and students discussed examples of kindness and ways they could 
emulate kindness in our school, home, community, and the world, as exemplified through the vid-
eo. 

http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/schools/hoboken_middle_school
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/schools/hoboken_middle_school
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The culminating activity was Ways to Make the World a Better Place. The activity drew reference 
to our Random Acts of Kindness Tree and branched into how we can promote more acts of 
kindness and peace at school, home, community, and the world. Students had the opportuni-
ty for further reflection as they discussed and created posters representing their top 17 acts of 
kindness to make school, home, community, and world a kinder and more peaceful place. 

 

In preparation for Spring, students had the opportunity to select a variety of lunch and recess 
activities to enhance and sustain team work and build relationships among the student body. 
Some of the activities include student selected topics for group discussions, outdoor activities, 
indoor sport activities, quiet lunch, board and card games, to name a few.  We continue to 
prepare our students to be respectful, responsible, and able to exist in a global society.  

 

Our Student Council has been in session on Wednesdays from 3:00pm-4:00pm. Under the 
guides of Ms. Anderson, Grade 7 Social Studies teacher students develop leadership skills to 
ensure they are successful in their efforts to serve our school community. The Student Coun-
cil focus on positive impacts through positive actions in order to elevate our students’ moti-
vational level to promote and encourage their involvement in organizing school activi-
ties. They will actively organize and facilitate activities such as elections and campaigning for 
the 2018-2019 academic year, fund raising opportunities, community service projects, school 
pride events, fashion shows, and school dances.  It is the goal of the Hoboken Middle School’s 
Student Council to encourage participation, foster a sense of belonging to all, and create a 
sustained unified environment of trust and respect. 

 

April marks the approach of the Spring season. Spring marks a new beginning and, with that 
being said, we will finish the year strong! The instructional pace will be more rigorous, so I 
encourage you to support your child to be timely with their assignments so they are current 
with all assignments. Our teachers and students have been working tirelessly in preparing for 
high school, as well as our Grade 7 students are preparing for their leadership roles as the up-
coming Grade 8 students.  The middle school years are challenging years as our students are 
discovering a sense of self and where they fit into the big picture. The past months have been 
a milestone in our students’ abilities to rise to a high level of accountability.  

 

The past 2 weeks they have demonstrated the epitome of the Tiger PRIDE-Perseverance, Re-
spect, Integrity, Dedication, Excellence. They are self-disciplined, motivated, and accountable 
to their learning. Students are actively progress monitoring their grades, and engaging in con-
versations with their teachers in reaching their highest academic potential. They are self-
directed upon entering the building. They are in readiness to start the day, as instructional 
and learning time is maximized to foster student success.  
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE (CONTINUED) 

It is critical that I reiterate the need for the continued and strong collaborative relationship between 
home and school to meet the educational needs of your child.  Please ensure your child is complet-
ing homework assignments, Night Writes, reading daily, and practicing mathematical skills (i.e. 
Khan Academy- https://www.khanacademy.org ). I encourage you to review their progress and 
visit Genesis (http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2822372&pageId=3627042) , 
as well as scheduling an appointment with their teachers on a consistent basis about their progress. 
Lastly, please ensure your child is in regular attendance and arriving on time every day to school.  

 
As we conclude the month of April, our incentive is “Golden Tickets”, a Tiger Buck worth 1 point. 
The incentive’s focus is student accountability. Students were awarded Golden Tickets from teach-
ers, and staff. Eight (one from each teacher seen on a given day) points earn a Student Dress Down 
Day Certificate for the upcoming Student Dress Down Day. Nine or more Golden Tickets earns a 
walking field trip with Dr. Davis. The lesson of accountability is the students’ ability to retain all of 
their tickets. Our students have demonstrated a high degree of accountability, and respect for self 
and others. 

 
The Hoboken Middle School Team is fervently com-
mitted to providing our students with experiences 
which foster a love of learning. I continue to value and 
appreciate this momentous opportunity you have pro-
vided me and I am committed to the success of our 
students, teachers, and staff.  

 
If you would like to contact me, please do not hesitate 
to do so.  My e-mail address is sda-
vis@hoboken.k12.nj.us.  You can also reach me by 
phone at 201.356.3751. I look forward to working with 
you all throughout this academic year. 

 
A Servant Leader, 

Dr. Sharon V. Davis 

Principal 

 

Dr. Davis conducts a character 

building lesson with a group of 

7th grade students.  

https://www.khanacademy.org
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2822372&pageId=3627042
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Mr. Bosgra participates in the PTO sponsored 

event on April 15th, where the Harlem Wizards 

took on our staff  in an epic game of basketball.  

Dr. Davis and her staff root on the sidelines 

for the Hoboken Girls’ Recreational Basketball 

Team, at their championship game on March 

12th.  

The Partnership 

Between Home 

& School 

 

HOME OF THE TIGERS 
“TIGER PRIDE” 

 
Perseverance • Respect • Integrity • Dedication • Excellence  
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Remember, Hoboken Middle School has a bank of clubs and intramural sports that students 

can register to participate in after school. These extra-curricular activities are planned to 

enhance and extend your child’s learning experiences  beyond the classroom and school day.  

Academic support and homework help is also offered.  Parents/guardians can register 

students online on the district website.  

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Taglieri at ltaglieri@hoboken.k12.nj.us or Mr. 

Della Fave at cdellafave@hoboken.k12.nj.us or 201-356-3609.  

This year’s cover to our yearbook! 

A Message from the Yearbook Club  

As part of our Explorations program, HMS offers Yearbook Club.  The Yearbook Club 

meets Tuesdays and Thursdays with Ms. Airey and Ms. Falcone, and members have been 

working cooperatively and diligently to ensure that HMS students enjoy looking back at 

their memories from the 2017-2018 school year.  The yearbook will be available to students 

during the last week of school in June.  
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Black History Month Highlights  

In February, Hoboken Middle School observed Black History Month by recognizing and honoring 
African Americans who have made an impact in our society.  Take a look at how teachers infused the 
themes of Black History Month into their daily lessons, as well as our culminating assembly at the end 
of the month. 

Little Known Facts 

Ms. Rozmester’s classes participated in a daily Do Now called, Little Known Black History 
Month Facts.  Students gathered facts about significant African-Americans by reading and 
watching videos in order to answer higher-level thinking questions. This also provided 
students with opportunities to practice their reading, writing, and discussion skills. 

 

Students listen to Martin Luther King 

Jr.’s “I  Have a Dream Speech.  

Olympic Heroes  

In addition to Black History Month in February, the 

world also celebrated the 2018 Winter Olympics! 

Miss Bagnoli’s class read about the many African 

American Olympic heroes; past and present.  

 

As a class, students read about some 

Olympics greats! Such as Jesse Owens 

and Gabby Douglas.  
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Creating Original Skits  
 
Ms. Gomez’s 8th Grade ELA classes developed an 
understanding of the impact  Frederick Douglass 
made in literature during the 1800’s.  Students read a 
selection from Douglass’ narratives , as well as arti-
cles written during the time period.  Students then 
used their annotations to not only guide them in 
small group discussions, but also prepared them for 
creating an original skit, using dialogue based on 
their reading.   
 
 
 

 

Black History Month Assembly  
Ms. Traina’s Musical Theatre Class performed at the Black History Month assembly where they 

showcased African Dance that they practiced throughout the marking period.    
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Analyzing Angelou 

Ms. Falcone’s class read, listened, and analyzed Maya Angelou’s poem, “A Brave and Star-
tling Truth.”  Students began the week by reading and researching background information 
on the famous poet and then participated in a close-read of “A Brave and Startling Truth,” 
identifying the major themes and how they relate to our World War II unit and the present 
day.  Students closed the lesson on Maya Angelou by watching Angelou read the poem at 
the United Nations 50th anniversary commemoration. 

Students view Angelou’s appearance at the U.N.’s 

50th anniversary commemoration in 1995. 

Gallery Walk with Mr. Gabriele 

Mr. Gabriele’s class focused on the impact African-

American entertainers, writers, athletes,  and inventors 

have had on our society.  Students selected a person of 

interest and completed research to present to peers.  To 

present, students shared their work through a gallery 

walk, posting their final assignments and learning 

about each famous individual.  

 

 
7th grade student takes notes on a class-

mate’s presentation on President Barack 

Obama.  

Students engaged in learning background infor-

mation about the poet, Maya Angelou. 
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World Water Crisis 

 
Ms. Gentile’s science classes have been discussing the 
World Water Crisis and examining what pollutes our 
water. After learning that our water is contaminated with 
fertilizers, pesticides, plastics, trash, sediments, and 
microorganisms, we recognized that this problem needs a 
real solution. We found that water filters exist to help 
provide communities with clean drinking water. We made 
small models of these filters and then tested them to see if 
they were successful. We were able to filter out a lot of the 
bad things that are found in drinking water.    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Math Masters 
Mr. Bosgra’s math class worked on 
adding fractions this marking period.  
Through lessons, group work, and 
independent practice, students were able 
to master this skill.  After students 
mastered the skill, they taught lessons on 
adding fractions to their classmates.  
 

Mr. Bosgra oversees his student teaching the 

class.  

Pictured Right: Small model of filter in Ms. Gentile’s sci-

ence lab.  
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7th Grade ELA Update from Ms. Rozmester, Ms. 
Donnelly, & Ms. Minogue 
7th grade ELA classes enjoyed finishing up their core novel The Outsiders. Throughout 

their exploration of the novel students were able to identify themes, analyze characters, 

dissect the poem "Nothing Gold Can Stay", as well as comparing the novel to the movie. 

Student's also worked on their writing with their night writes and monthly narratives. 

 

Top, Left: Students in Ms. Falcone’s 

class engaged in Socratic Seminar, 

discussing and participating in “active 

listening” to analyze the events, 

character development, and conflict in 

Lord of the Flies. 

Bottom left: Students peer reviewing 

during Writer’s Workshop and making 

revisions.  

Ms. Rozmester working with students during Writer’s Workshop. 
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Inspired Classroom  
Student’s in Ms. Bartolotta’s STEAM class have 
started researching issues at MPG Ranch in 
Montana to make the ranch safe for both 
Mountain Lions and humans living near the 
ranch.  Students are collaborating with one 
another in their research, in an effort to 
develop solutions for the ranch.  Students will 
present their solution to scientists at MPG in a 
1-2 minute video.   

Students deep in their research during Ms. 

Bartlotta’s STEAM class.  

Chinese Calligraphy 

Ms. Ni’s Mandarin Chinese classes created 
calligraphy using Chinese Mandarin sym-
bols.  Closing the unit on writing and 
speaking numbers, Ms. Ni’s class took a lit-
tle trip downstairs to the art room for some 
hands-on work to demonstrate understand-
ing of the numbers in Mandarin. 

 

Pictured Above: 7th grade students work-

ing in the art room to create their calligra-

phy.  

 

Pictured Right: Giving the thumbs up for a 

fun class with Ms. Ni! 



Page 14 

Personal Advisory Day  
 

Hoboken Middle School participated in its second Personal Advisory Day on February 7th.  
This day allowed students to monitor their progress in classes, visit workshops on conflict/
resolution, character development, and even yoga.  The 8th grade class also created their 
schedules for next year at Hoboken High School.  With the help of teachers, dean of 
students, guidance counselors, and Child Study Team members, the day was a success! 

 

 Ms. Gentile and 8th grade students explore and discuss traits of a strong leader.  

 

Ms. Escalante works with students 
during a workshop on conflict/
resolution.   
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Personal Advisory  Day (continued) 

 

Students collaborate with one another during the Conflict/Resolution Workshop, to discuss solutions for 
conflicts that adolescents may face. 

 

 

 

Students take their time monitoring their grades 

on the Genesis Grade Portal and developing 

academic goals for the 3rd marking period  



 

Page 16 

Spring Has Sprung 

The warm weather is here and that can only mean one thing: time for outdoor recess! During 

lunch, students have been  participating in outdoor recess at the park.   Students have the 

option of chatting with friends or playing a sport of their choice under the supervision of Mr. 

Ponce and Dr. Davis. 

Harlem Wizards  

On March 6th,  the Harlem Wizards visited Hoboken 

Middle School to demonstrate their skills on the court with 

our students.  In addition, the Harlem Wizard who visited 

us, “The Artist”, shared the challenges he has faced in life 

and what he did to overcome them.  Both motivational and 

inspirational, Artist’s words left a positive impression  on 

our 7th and  8th grade students.   

Artist, a Harlem Wizard, addresses  

HMS  students.  

Getting a game of football in before heading back to 

classes.  

Our student council president is all smiles with 

the sun shining and having lunch with friends.  



CONTACT US  

We are happy to communicate with you to help your children achieve their academic and social goals. 
Please do not hesitate to reach out to our staff listed below.  If you need  to call the school, our phone 
number is (201)-356-3750. 

Staff Name   Title    E-mail Address    Extension 

Dr. Sharon V. Davis  Principal    sdavis@hoboken.k12.nj.us   3751 

Wanda Vazquez   Clerk    wvazquez@hoboken.k12.nj.us  3750 

Beverly Gross   Guidance Counselor  bgross@hoboken.k12.nj.us   3745 

Dr. Lisa Allgaier    Child Study Team   lisa.allgaier@hoboken.k12.nj.us  3745 

David Antunes   Child Study Team   david.antunes@hoboken.k12.nj.us  3745 

Patricia Drumgoole   Child Study Team   patricia.drumgoole@hoboken.k12.nj.us  3745 

Louis Taglieri    Dean of Students   ltaglieri@hoboken.k12.nj.us   3746 

Michael Ponce   Anti-Bullying Specialist & Gym mponce@hoboken.k12.nj.us   3747 

Tatiana Vedra   Nurse    tvedra@hoboken.k12.nj.us    3319 

Tara Donnelly   7th Grade ELA   tara.donnelly@hoboken.k12.nj.us  3326 

Emerald Rozmester   7th Grade ELA   erozmester@hoboken.k12.nj.us  3318 

Jackie Gennarelli   7th Grade Math   jgennarelli@hoboken.k12.nj.us  3323 

Donna Marie Capriglione  7th Grade Math   dcapriglione@hoboken.k12.nj.us  3322 

Stephanie Bartolotta  7th Grade Science   sbartolotta@hoboken.k12.nj.us  3324 

Elizabeth Anderson   7th Grade Social Studies  eanderson@hoboken.k12.nj.us  3325 

Bridget Minogue   ELA-Special Education  bminogue@hoboken.k12.nj.us  3327 

Cindy Bagnoli   Math-Special Education  cbagnoli@hoboken.k12.nj.us   3328 

Daniel Bosgra   Special Education/Self-Contained dbosgra@hoboken.k12.nj.us   3417 

Stephanie Falcone   8th Grade ELA   sfalcone@hoboken.k12.nj.us   3424 

Anabel Gomez   8th Grade ELA   anabel.gomez@hoboken.k12.nj.us  3423 

Jenifer Gentile   8th Grade Science   jgentile@hoboken.k12.nj.us   3418 

Rachel Loughlin   8th Grade Social Studies  rachel.loughlin@hoboken.k12.nj.us  3426 

Cynthia Ni   Mandarin Chinese   cni@hoboken.k12.nj.us   3326, 3424 

Susan Kobylarz   French    skobylarz@hoboken.k12.nj.us  3323 

Mirtha Perez   Spanish    mperez@hoboken.k12.nj.us   3326, 3424 

Jessica Fasolino   Art    jfasolino@hoboken.k12.nj.us   3320 

Michele Traina   Theatre    mtraina@hbooken.k12.nj.us   3321 

Dave Stasiak    Music    dave.stasiak@hoboken.k12.nj.us  3321 


